
 Year 1 Year 2 
Punctuation  Separate words with spaces 

Use full stops, question marks, 
exclamation mark 
Use capital letters for the start of a 
sentence, names, personal pronoun I 
Read words with contractions 

Use spaces that reflect the size of the letters 
Use full stops, question marks, exclamation 
mark, capital letters CORRECTLY 
Apostrophes for contractions 
Possessive apostrophes for singular nouns 
Commas to spate items in lists  
How the grammatical patterns in a sentence 
indicate it’s function as a statement, question, 
exclamation or command 

Word classes Nouns What is a noun 
Regular plurals 
Nouns with –er 

Form nouns using suffixes (-er, -ness) and 
compounding 
Expand noun phrases for description  
Add –es to nouns that end C+y 

Verbs Third person singular –s 
Endings where no change to root word is 
needed [ing, -ed, -er] 
Simple past tense –ed 

Progressive form of verbs in the past and 
present tense 
Add –es to verbs that end in C+y 
Add –ed and –ing to root words that end in 
C+y and V+C+’e’ and single syllable ending in 
V+C 

Adjectives Add –er and –est whire no change is 
needed to the root word 

Add –er and –est to root words that end in 
C+y and V+C+’e’ and single syllable ending in 
V+C 

Conjunctions Joins words and sentences using and   Subordination (when, if, that, because) 
Coordination (or, and,  but  

Adverbs  Suffix –ly added to form adverb 
Tense  Simple past tense -ed Correct and consistent use of past and present 

tense 
Progressive form of verbs in the past and 
present tense  

Text Sequence sentences to form short 
narrative  

Introduce paragraphs as a way to group 
related material  
Headings and sub-headings to aid 
presentation 

Terminology for pupils  Letter, capital letter 
Word, singular, plural 
Sentence 
Punctuation, full stop, question mark, 
exclamation mark 

Noun, noun phrase 
Statement, question, exclamation, command 
Compound, adjective, verb 
Suffix 
Adverb 
Tense (past, present) 
Apostrophe, comma 

Pie Corbett story language  
 
RECEPTION  
Once upon time, early one 
morning, then, next, finally, 
happily ever after, and, until, 
but, so 
…happily ever after 
….who… 
Repetition - (‘he ran, he ran 
and he ran’) 
Alliteration 
Adverbs (luckily/ 
unfortunately) 
Description 
Prepositions (down into over 
out onto) 

One day, at that moment, so, after, 
suddenly, by the next morning, to his 
amazement, soon, soon as, suddenly, in 
the end, first, if, now, because 
 
…that…...where… 
when….or…..so that….  
 
Repetition for effect  
Simile  (as) 
Adverbs: suddenly, immediately  
Adjectives 
Prepositions:  inside and towards 

Although, however 
…to…..which….. 
Repetition for effect  
Adjectives to describe 
Preposition- down, into, over, out, onto, 
inside, towards 
Adverbs- eventually 
Simile- like 
Sentence of three for description: He wore a 
red cloak, shiny shoes and a tall hat. 
 
-Questions, exclamations and short sentences 
 

 
  



 Year 3 Year 4 
Punctuation  Use spaces that reflect the size of the 

letters 
Use full stops, question marks, 
exclamation mark, capital letters 
CORRECTLY 
Possessive apostrophe for plural nouns 
Commas to spate items in lists 
Inverted commas and other punctuation 
to indicate direct speech 

Use spaces that reflect the size of the letters 
Use full stops, question marks, exclamation 
mark, capital letters CORRECTLY 
Apostrophe to mark singular and plural 
possession  
Commas after fronted adverbial 
Inverted commas and other punctuation to 
indicate direct speech [comma after reporting 
clause; end punctuation within inverted 
commas] 

Word classes Nouns Form nouns using prefixes 
Nouns and pronouns used to avoid 
repetition  
Forms a and an 

Nouns and pronouns used for clarity and 
cohesion 
Noun phrases expanded by the addition of 
modifying adjectives, nouns and prepositional 
phrases  
Grammatical difference between plural and 
possessive -s 

Verbs Present perfect form of verbs instead of 
the simple past tense  

Standard English forms for verb inflictions  
[we were rather than we was] 
[I did rather than I done] 

Adjectives Choose appropriate adjectives Choose appropriate adjectives 
Conjunctions Express time and cause (when, so, while, 

because) 
Prepositions (before, after, during, in, 
because of) 

Use a wider range of conjunctions  

Adverbs Introduce/revise adverbs 
Express time and cause (then, next, 
soon) 

Adverbial phrases 
Fronted adverbials 
Comma after fronted adverbial 

Tense  Present perfect tense  Present perfect tense 
Text Introduce paragraphs as a way to group 

related material  
Headings and sub-headings to aid 
presentation  

Use paragraphs around a theme  

Terminology for pupils  Adverb, preposition conjunction  
Word family, prefix 
Clause, subordinate clause 
Direct speech 
Consonant, consonant letter vowel, 
vowel letter 
Inverted commas  

Determiner 
Pronoun, possessive pronoun 
Adverbial 

Pie Corbett story language  
 

Later, when, whenever, without warning eventually 
 
 
IAMACE sentence starters (-ing, adverb, movement [preposition], adjective, connective, -
ed) 
Questions, exclamations and short sentences 
Alliteration and similes  
 
“” plus speech verb/adverb 
…. Ellipsis  
 
Drop in – ‘ing’ clause, e.g. Tim, running along, tripped over. 
Drop in – who and which e.g. Tim ,who was late, tripped over 
 
 

  



 Year 5 Year 6 
Punctuation  Apostrophe to mark singular and plural 

possession  
Commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity  
Inverted commas and other punctuation to 
indicate direct speech [comma after reporting 
clause; end punctuation within inverted 
commas] 
Brackets, dashes, commas to mark 
parenthesis  
Use hyphens – Use bullet points  

Apostrophe to mark singular and plural 
possession  
Commas to clarify meaning or avoid 
ambiguity  
Inverted commas and other punctuation 
to indicate direct speech [comma after 
reporting clause; end punctuation within 
inverted commas] 
Semi-colons, colons, and dashes to mark 
boundaries between clauses 
Colons to introduce a list 
Hyphens to avoid ambiguity  

Word 
classes 

Nouns Locate and identify noun phrases  Expand noun phrases to convey 
complicated information concisely  

Verbs Indicate degrees of possibility with modal 
verbs [might, should, will, must] 
Prefixes for verbs: dis-, de-, mis-, over-, re- 
Convert nouns into verbs using suffixes: -ate, -
ise, -ify 

Indicate degrees of possibility with modal 
verbs [might, should, will, must] 
Prefixes for verbs: dis-, de-, mis-, over-, re- 
Convert nouns into verbs using suffixes: -
ate, -ise, -ify 
Use the passive to to affect the 
presentation of a sentence [the window 
was broken by me / I broke the window] 

Adjectives Choose appropriate adjectives 
Convert adjectives into verbs using suffixes: -
ate, -ise, -ify 

Choose appropriate adjectives 
Convert adjectives into verbs using 
suffixes: -ate, -ise, -ify 
How words are related by meaning as 
synonyms and antonyms  

Conjunctions Use a wider range of conjunctions Use a wider range of conjunctions 
Adverbs Indicate degrees of possibility with adverbs 

[perhaps, surely] 
Adverbials of time, place and number 

Link ideas across text using cohesive 
dvices, such as adverbials  

Tense  Subject-verb agreement and consistent use of 
tense  

Subject-verb agreement and consistent 
use of tense 

Text Devices to build cohesion within a paragraph 
[then, after that, this, firstly] 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials 
of time [later], number [secondly], tense 
choices [he HAD seen her before] 

Layout devices to structure text [headings, 
subheadings, columns, bullet points, 
tables] 
The difference between structure typical 
of informal speech and structures 
appropriate for formal speech [ the use of 
question tags: he’s your friend, isn’t he? Or 
the use of subjunctive forms: if I WERE or 
WERE they to come - in some very formal 
writing or speech] 

Terminology for pupils  Modal verb, relative pronoun 
Relative clause 
Parenthesis, bracket, dash 
Cohesion, ambiguity  

Subject, object 
Active, passive 
Synonym, antonym 
Ellipsis, hyphen, colon, semi-colon, bullet 
points  

Pie Corbett story language  
 

Elaborate, e.g. Early one frosty morning 
 
IAMACE sentence starters (-ing, adverb, movement [preposition], adjective, connective, -ed) 
 
Sentence of three for action, e.g. Tim ran home, sat down and drank his tea. 
Speech plus stage direction ‘ing’ clause, “Stop,” he whispered, picking up his tea. 
Personification. 
 
Drop in – ‘ing’ clause, e.g. Tim, running along, tripped over. 
Drop in – who and which e.g. Tim ,who was late, tripped over 
Drop in – ‘ed’ clause e.g. Tim, exhausted by so much effort, ran home. 

 


