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Devious Doctors and Marvellous Medicines 
 
This term the children in Year 5 will be examined, checked over and injected with 
contagious enthusiasm for all things medical.  
 
The history of medicine is a fascinating tale of development starting with the ancient 
civilisations rudimentary knowledge and ending with our modern day cutting edge 
technology.  
 
We will explore the people, places and beliefs of the Anglo-Saxons and how their physicians treated, cured 
and helped their patients. Balancing the 4 humors of black and yellow bile, blood and phlegm with onions, 
garlic and the letting of blood was common place and we will be donning our detective caps to discover 
why!  
 

The Anglo-Saxons were still using the bizarre advancements in medicine that 
came from the Greeks. Year 5 will have the Herculean task of discovering why 
their ideas stuck, trying out some of their medicines and advertising their cures. 
Most will involve herbs and spices that we will be growing and investigating 
within our Science lessons. We will meet the father of modern medicine, 
Hippocrates and see how things have changed. Our whistle stop tour of history 
will then take a big leap to see how the Black Death was treated and we will 
even be building our own doctors mask. 
  
Music and Art will be based around the topic, including a look into Anglo-Saxon 

medical chants as well as painting, sketching and clay modelling. 
 
Games lessons continue to be on Tuesday afternoon and will be led by Mr Davies. We will be learning the 
skills and developing our hockey abilities this term. I am hopeful that we will have a sunny autumn, but we 
will still be using field even if it’s cold so please make sure that your son or daughter always has trainers, 
jogging bottoms and a sweatshirt/fleece in his/her kitbag to keep warm and dry.  
 
 
Homework will now be issued and collected as follows 
Subject  Issue day  Collection day  

Spellings  Monday – to practice each 

evening  

Friday – test day  

Tables  

 

Scrapbook 

 

Monday – to practice each 

evening  

 

Friday – test day 

 

Checked every Friday 

In addition, the children each choose an individual reading book. This may be a book from 

school or from home. Please encourage your child to read each day, ask them lots of questions 

and introduce them to wonderful books. If they manage to read 4 times a week and have it 

initialled then on a Friday they can have a go on the giant ‘Snakes and Ladders’ board to try and 

win lots of reading related prizes. 

 

With best wishes, 
Mr Hodgkinson 


