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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS AND DISABILITIES (SEND) 
ANNUAL REPORT 2015-2016 

 
Nailsworth CE Primary School has a duty to report annually to all parents on the provision for Special 

Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). 

 

Identifying children with SEND: 
Children with SEND have learning difficulties or disabilities that make it harder for them to learn than 

most children of the same age. These children may need extra or different help and provision from that 

given to other children of the same age; our Early Help provision starts from the moment children enter 

school and earlier through our links with the on-site nursery provision. SEND needs are currently 

defined by the Graduated Pathway created by Gloucestershire Local Authority and based on three 

levels of provision, these are: 

 

My Profile – all children complete a My Profile which is updated annually. 

My Plan – intervention and support that is mainly but not exclusively provided by the school. 

My Plan Plus and My Assessment - as above, plus additional assessment of more complex or 

acute needs. Intervention, involvement and support from specialist external agencies (e.g., 

speech therapist). 

Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) – EHCP assessment may be required where a child has 

severe and complex needs that cannot be met through the school’s own designated resources 

for SEND. 

 
The Special Educational Needs Code of Practice lies at the heart of the school’s SEND Policy and sets 

out the processes and procedures that all organisations should follow to meet the needs of children. 

The Code describes a graduated approach that recognises that children learn in different ways and can 

have different kinds of SEND. So increasingly, step-by-step, support at My Plan and specialist expertise 

at My Plan Plus can be put in place to help overcome the difficulties a child may have. If further support 

is required the school may request a statutory assessment of special needs, which may result in an 

Education, Health and Care Plan (ECHP) being issued.  

 
Policies 
 
The school has a Special Educational Needs (SEND) Policy which was reviewed and amended in 

April 2016. This is available to any parent on request and is published on the school website. The 

policy is reviewed and updated annually during the spring term. The changes to the SEND policy 

this year reflect the new code of practice. 

 
The Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENDCO) is Mark Davis and the SEND Governor is Cheryl 

Parmenter. This structure continues to support teachers in undertaking their accountability for the 

SEND children in their class. 
 
Number of pupils with SEN 
 
In 2015/16, the following proportion of children were identified as having special educational needs: 

 



· 11.5% are pupils with SEN support, which is just below National at 12.1% 
· 1.0% are pupils with a SEN Statement or EHCP, which is below National at 1.3% 
· Currently, there are 15 children accessing SEN support through a My Plan, 9 children receiving 

further help through a My Plan Plus and 3 children with Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCP) 
 

The school has a policy to help children to become self-sufficient in managing their challenges 

enabling them to be taken off the SEND register. This is mainly done where the support has 

achieved its aim and led to the children working at the level of their peers.  

 

New entrants to Nailsworth CofE Primary in 2016 has seen an increase in the SEND profile of the 

school. Four Children in EYFS having a MyPlan+. Additional children have also joined the school 

mid Keystage having made the move from other schools. 19% of the SEND children have joined 

school mid Keystage; 14% in Key stage 2. There has been a significant change in the profile of 

children with special needs in school. We currently support three children with EHCP. Due to the 

higher complex needs of some children, a further three EHCP plans are currently being considered 

or EHCP assessments applied for. There has been an increase in children displaying some form of 

social, emotional and mental health (SEMH) need, including attachment type difficulties, 

Pathological Demand Avoidance (PDA) type difficulties and Emotional Dysregulation. As a school 

we experience a wide range of needs such as ADHD, Asperger’s, Cerebral Palsy, Stickler Syndrome 

and Autism; fourteen children are being supported by the Advisory Teaching Service; one by the 

Physical and Disabilities team; two by the SEMH team and eleven by the Interactive and 

Communication Team.   

 

Parents, children and teachers work in partnership to discuss the SEND child’s progress. This is 

done three times a year and where necessary additional meetings are scheduled. The views and 

wishes of the child and their parents are at the heart of decision making to ensure we are meeting 

children’s additional needs. 
 
Progress of pupils with SEND 
 
The Ofsted inspection in February 2013 identified the positive impact of the SEND provision at 
Nailsworth Primary School: 
 
“Disabled pupils and those who have special educational needs make good, and sometimes outstanding, 
progress due to the timely support they receive both in class, in small groups and one to one.” 
 
Progress of pupils with SEND - Keystage 2 
The pupils with SEND across Key stage 2 who have remained on the SEND register do as well than those 
nationally in terms of progress, average point score and value added for the proceeding three years. In 
2016, no pupils with SEND reached the age expected level, however, the progress for the vast majority 
was at or above national expectations: 
 The progress in maths was positive +2.8 for 4 out of 5 children; one child who did not access the Key 

stage 2 test had a significant effect on the overall average reducing it to -2.11.  
 The progress (-0.20) in reading was near to the national expected progress of 0 for 4 out 5 children; 

one child had a significant effect on the overall average reducing it to -1.88.  
 The progress in writing was positive +1.90 for 4 out of 5 children; one child had a significant effect 

on the overall average reducing it to +0.1.  
 The progress in grammar and spelling was positive +3.0 for 4 out of 5 children; one child had a 

significant effect on the overall average reducing it to +0.9. 
 
Family Fisher Trust analysis of national SEN reading and maths progress shows a progress measures of     
-1.9 and -1.7 (approximately). This suggest that 4 out 5 children have made significant progress 
compared to national averages in reading and maths. As a whole group they made similar progress to 



national in reading and just below national progress in maths. 
 
Children who have had a period of special needs help at any point in their schooling have traditionally 
done well across KS2. Last year there were 2 children who came off the SEN register in Key stage 2, both 
achieving age expected in Maths, none in reading and one writing.  
 
Progress of pupils with SEND - Keystage 1 
Pupils with SEND across Keystage 1 have made progress year but did not reach the age expectations at 
Keystage 1. All children have made significant progress with their social and emotional development and 
are now showing they are ready to learn. 
 
Where children who did not meet the threshold for their Phonics Screening the vast majority caught up 
by the end of Keystage 1, exceeding national averages. 
 
Children who have had a period of special needs help achieve well across KS1. Last year there was one 
child who came off the SEN register in Keystage 1, having achieved the age expectations at reading, 
writing and maths. 
 
Progress of pupils with SEND - In school  
The in school data shows the majority of children across the school make expected or better progress 
from their low starting points but do not catch up to age expected attainment.  
 
Future planned actions to support the progress of pupils with SEND 
The focus in 2016-17 is to close the attainment gap of children identified as SEND with support and 
national attainment at EYFS, KS1 and KS2. This focus will work side by side with the focus of supporting 
disadvantaged children as they form over 50% of children with special needs. 
 
We will achieve this through: 
• Additional SENDCO time targeted at effective monitoring of academic targets to ensure age 

expected progress 
• Clearer My Plan actions and targets against non-negotiables skills in reading, writing and maths 

for children with SEND 
• Raising the quality of teaching by using focused, simplified learning objectives clearly linked to 

measureable non-negotiable outcomes that are rigorously tracked for each pupil from their 
starting points. 

• Greater accountability of the teaching team for the impact of interventions, supporting non-
negotiable outcomes and how staff are employed in learning. 

• More direct training of Teaching Assistants in guided activities focused on clear learning 
objectives 

• Target slow progressing children with addition of a specialist English teacher 
 
Attendance 
Approximately 20% of children on the SEND register had levels of attendance below 90%, a 10% 

improvement on the previous year. Four of the 20% had extenuating circumstances, when removed 

the average attendance for the remainder is 95.24%. This is a 1.5% improvement on the previous 

year.  Children identified with poor attendance who are a SEND concern will continue to be offered 

subsidised access to the school’s Breakfast Club to encourage improved attendance and this will 

continue as a focus for the SENDCO this academic year. 

 
Budget allocation 
 
The school’s budget allocates funding to SEND each year. This money is used for teaching assistant 

support/interventions, equipment and training. The building of the nurture room and training has 

been completed with the provision available to support identified children from September 2016. 



 
Deployment of staff and resources 
 
Nine teaching assistants (TAs) (soon to be ten) support alongside the class teachers by delivering 

specialised programmes and offering general classroom support. This year TAs have been involved 

in a range of intervention programmes in the following areas: 

 

 Speaking and Listening including Speech Therapy via SALT Moat Outreach  

 Reading, Writing and Spelling; including Dancing Bears, Write from start 

 Phonics including a Toe by Toe programme 

 Numeracy, including Numicon 

 Social and Behaviour – Therapeutic Story Writing, Mindfulness, Nurture Room, Mentoring 

 Physical – including Fizzy 
 

A significant focus of the SENDCo and the Senior Leadership Team has been in supporting and meeting 

the needs of TAs involved in delivering individualised and small group teaching and in assessing, 

administrative work, liaison with parents and other agencies. Where need is identified, further training 

is arranged.  

 

Future planned staffing and resources include: 

 Forest school 

 Therapeutic Drama  

 Family Support Worker 

 
Staff development 
 
Staff members have attended various training/inset programmes. These include: 
 

 Mental Health First Aid 

 Facts for Life (Mental and Physical Health) 

 National Nurture Group training 

 Early Help Single Assessment Pathway (Gloucestershire Graduated Pathway) 

 Attachment Theory 

 Emotional Problem Solving (FLIP) 
 
Future planned staffing and resources include: 

 Autism Awareness Level 1 

 Partner Paired Reading 

 Circle of Friends 

 NASENCo qualification  

 
External agencies 
 
The SENDCo liaises and communicates with a wide range of external agencies and professionals in order 
to support the needs of children in school, provide advice, attend reviews and/or Team round Child 
Meetings (TAC). These agencies have included the Early Help Hub, Social Services, Voluntary 
organisations, the Advisory Teaching Service (ATS), the Educational Psychologist (EP), Health 
Professionals including School Nurses, Occupational Therapy (OT), Speech and language Therapist 
(SALT), GP, Paediatrician and Children’s and Young People’s Service (CYPS).  
 
Following the establishment of the Children and Young People’s Mental Health Taskforce, the mental 



health lead for the school will be Mark Davis, SENDCo who is undergoing the relevant training to help 
improve access to effective mental health support for our children. The SENDCo organises a range of 
interventions from external agencies to improve support mental health including counselling, mentoring 
and mindfulness interventions.   
 
The SENDCo also liaises externally with colleagues in the Gloucestershire County SEN Casework team 
and the SEN monitoring team when assessing complex needs and going through the application process 
for top up funding and EHCP assessments. 

 
Secondary school liaison 
 
We continue to maintain links (meetings/visits/telephone calls) with our local secondary schools 
and have had liaison meetings with other special needs staff in our partnership to ensure 
information is passed on to schools prior to transfer. The secondary SENCO, Pastoral Lead or Head 
of Year are invited to Phase Transfer reviews and when appropriate, Team around the Child 
Meetings (TAC). 

 
Accessibility Plan 
 
The school is set in an old Secondary School building with many stairs across three fluctuating levels. 
There has been extensive modernisation over the past four years to turn the school into the “look and 
feel” of a Primary school. At each stage of the modernisation process accessibility was discussed and any 
changes deemed not practical or cost effective. As a Governing Body we are hugely aware of the 
limitations of the building and continue to look at creative ways to improve the accessibility of the 
school. The school is submitting a suitability bid next year to improve the accessibility of the Key stage 2 
classrooms other specialist provision like the nurture and cooking rooms along with the hall and gym.  
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SEND Governor 
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